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STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATION OF CUBA AT THE FIFTH COMMITTEE.
MAIN SEGMENT OF THE 73RD SESSION OF THE GE ERAL ASSEMBLY.
ITEM 136 PROPOSED PROGRAMME BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM 2018-
2019. ESTIMATES IN RESPECT OF SPECIAL POLITICAL MISSIONS, GOOD
OFFICES AND OTHER POLITICAL INITIATIVES AUTHORIZED BY THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND/OR THE SECURITY COUNCIL. THEMATIC
CLUSTER I: SPECIAL AND PERSONAL ENVOYS AND SPECIAL ADVISERS



activities and results relating to  responsibility to protect , in the estimates of
special political missions.

There is no resolution adopted by the General Assembly, the highest
democratic body of our Organization, through which the post of the Special
Advisor on the Responsibility to Protect has been created. As stated in
paragraph 31 of the Secretary-General's report, "On August 31, 2007, in a letter
addressed to the President of the Security Council (S/2007/721), the Secretary-
General stated his intention to appoint a Special Adviser on the responsibility to
protect." This, a mere exchange of letters, is the genesis of this Advisor, whose
functions exist at the expense of the resources of the regular budget.

Madam President,

The appointment of a Special Adviser on the responsibility to protect is a
deviation from the letter and spirit of operative paragraphs 138 and 139 of
UNGA resolution 60/1. There is no legal basis for the implementation of
activities or the forecast of results relating to the responsibility to protect. Let us
recall that in paragraph 2 of resolution 63/308, the General Assembly decided
"to keep the responsibility to protect under review". We reiterate our view that
no formal intergovernmental debates or reviews have been developed in this
regard.  oreover, no concrete definition on this concept has been approved yet
by the General Assembly.

Once again this year while examining Chapter II B of the Secretary-General's
Report, the level of resources associated with the activities and results related
to the Special Adviser on the responsibility to protect cannot be clearly and
transparently defined, which are mixed with those of the Special Adviser on the
Prevention of Genocide. The same applies for the narrative on the job
description for both Advisors. Ambiguous information of this kind makes it
difficult for Member States to know precisely if the mission of the Special
Adviser of the Secretary-General on the Prevention of Genocide fully complies
with the mandates granted or if, on the contrary, it arrogates the right to carry
out activities with objectives that are not fully approved by the Member States.
In times of continuous calls for greater transparency in the actions of the United
Nations, it is incomprehensible that this continues to happen.

Madam President,

The so-called principle of the  responsibility to protect  continues to present
serious concerns for many countries, particularly small and developing
countries, due to the lack of consensus and definitions on several elements of
the same. On September 21 a vote was held in the General Assembly to decide
on the inclusion of this issue in the agenda of the current session, with which it
was once again demonstrated that this is an issue that lacks consensus among
the membership of our Organization.

In like manner, it is an issue that has been manipulated in the past for political
purposes. Sad examples have been recorded throughout history showing that,
under the aegis of the responsibility to protect, the principles of the Charter of



the United Nations and of international law have been undermined, risking the
sovereignty of States and their primary responsibility for the welfare of their
population.

Madam President,

While reiterating our unequivocal support for the work of the Special Adviser on
the Prevention of Genocide, an  based on the elements previously mentioned
in relation to the issue of "responsibility to protect", my delegation will be
actively involved in question-and-answer sessions and will make specific
proposals to modify the presentation relating to the Special Adviser on the
Prevention of Genocide by the Secretary-General.

Thank you very much.
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INTERVENCION DE LA DELEGACION DE CUBA. V COMISION. SEGMENTO
PRINCIPAL. 73 PERIODO DE SESIONES DE LA ASAMBLEA GENERAL. TEMA
136: PRESUPUESTO POR PROG RAM AS BIENIO 2018-2019. ESTIMACIONES
RESPECTO DE MISIONES POLITICAS ESPECIALES, BUENOS OFICIOS Y
OTRAS INICIATIVAS POLITICAS AUTORIZADAS POR LA ASAMBLEA
GENERAL O POR EL CONSEJO DE SEGURIDAD. GRUPO TEMATICO I:
ENVIADOS ESPECIALES Y PERSONALES Y ASESORES ESPECIALES DEL
SECRETARIO GENERAL. NUEVA YORK, 28 DE NOVIEMBRE DE 2018.

Senora Presidenta:

Agradecemos al Contralor en funciones por la presentacion de los informes del
Secretario General sobre las estimaciones respecto de misiones polfticas
especiales, buenos oficios y otras iniciativas pollticas autorizadas por la Asamblea
General o por el Consejo de Seguridad. Asimismo, agradecemos al Vicepresidente
de la Comision Consultiva por los informes conexos de este organo.

La creacion de las Misiones Pollticas Especiales es decidida en su mayorla por el
Consejo de Seguridad. Sin embargo, estas Misiones son financiadas a traves del
presupuesto regular. En una era de creciente austeridad para las Naciones Unidas,
esta practica se vuelve onerosa e insostenible. Teniendo en cuenta la
responsabilidad especial del Consejo de Seguridad y su capacidad para crear los
mandates tanto de las Operaciones de Mantenimiento de la Paz como de las
Misiones Pollticas Especiales, consideramos de una logica clara que se proceda al
financiamiento de las Misiones de la misma manera que ocurre con las operaciones
de mantenimiento de la paz, lo que incluye la utilizacion de la escala de cuotas
correspondiente.

Se aprobo para el bienio 2018-2019 un presupuesto regular de un poco mas de 5
396 millones de dolares. De este monto total, se aprobaron recursos por un valor de
mas de 1 109 millones de dolares para las Misiones Pollticas Especiales. No deja de
ser alarmante que el nivel de recursos asignados a estas misiones ascienda a mas
del 20 por ciento del presupuesto regular. Elio es prueba del desbalance que existe
en los recursos que se asignan a las diferentes prioridades establecidas por la
Asamblea General.

Senora Presidenta:

En relacion con el Informe del Secretario General sobre las estimaciones para el
Grupo tematico I: Enviados especiales y personales y asesores especiales del
Secretario General, contenidas en el documento A/73/352/Add.1, en particular la
seccion II B relative al Asesor Especial del Secretario General sobre la Prevencion
del Genocidio, Cuba reitera su total apoyo a las funciones de este Asesor, como
parte de nuestra posicion de principios invariable contra el crimen de genocidio. Sin
embargo, debemos insistir en nuestro desacuerdo con la propuesta del Secretario





Naciones Unidas y del Derecho Internacional, poniendo en riesgo la soberanla de
los Estados y su primordial responsabilidad para con el bienestar de su poblacion.

Senora Presidenta:

Al tiempo que reiteramos nuestro apoyo inequlvoco a la labor del Asesor Especial


